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I AM obliged to an ingenious but {paring Correfpondent for the following Paper: 
Of the Waste of Lire. 


---------Amufement reigns, Man's great Demand : 

To trifle is to live. As ATLAS groan'd 

The Vorld beneath, we groan beneath an Hour, 

And cry for Mercy to the next Amufement, 

Yet when Death kindly tenders us Relief, 

We call him cruel ; Years to Moments /hrink, 

Ages to Years.------ Night Thoughts, 


Preteriunt &% Imputantur. 


And he may properly be ftiled a vittuous Niggard, who is the moft fedulous to 
preferve and improve a Treafure fo ineftimable and facred, But into fuch an 
Abyls of Deaeswery is haman Nature plunged, that in the very Inftance 
where Avarice would be transform'd into the noble Virtue, Mankind almoft univerfally 
become extravagant and prodigal, hes | Abfurdity of human Conduct! always 
be wailing the rhomentary Duration of their Exiftence, yet lavithly wafting its prefent 
Moments ; and longing impatiently for the Conclufion of ee Perlod of it. * W. are 
* for lengthening the Span in general, but would fain contract the Parts of which it is 


ae ¢ ompole d _ 


T IM E is juftly efteemed by the wifeft and beft of Men, a golden Treafure : 


What can be a more glanng bvidence of the Folly and Inconfiflency of Mankind, 
than to fee thole very Perions, whe « omplan of the Shortnels of Life, walling it in a 
fupine Tndolence and Inachvity , of which is equally criminal, fpending it in a dull 
found of Amulements and Diverhous, while they reatain dedd to all the important and 
valuable Ends of living. 


How often do we behold, even Perfons in the elevated Stations of Lite, who pique 
therfelves on theit good Breeding, and imagin'd Superiority of Underflanding above the 
lower Clafe of their Fellow-Creatures, ufing all the Arts they are abie to invent, to 
make Time, which lies too heavy upon their Ha s, fleal away imperce ibly, and to 
no Purpofe |! The Variety of Games, too’ many to be enumerated, to which Mankind 
are fo generally and fondly attached, are all of them but ingenious Contrivances to sill 
Time, as the French moft emphatically exprefs it. Thefe are now Become the reigning 
Employments of the Age, and with regreét I mention it, of too many of my Fellow 
Citizens of both Sexes ; among thofe efpecially who call thetmfelves the Polite and 
Well-bred. Hours, Days and Months, ate fordidly wafted in one continued Circle of 
fuch trifling Amufements. The Mind, that fuperior 4 + of Man, evidently defigned 
by the wife Author of Nature, for more excellent and Sublime Pleafutes, is fuffered to 


lie idle, and contraét a Ruft which can fcaree ever Be worn off. 
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Ab how unjuft to Nature and bimjelf, 

I; thoughtlefs, thanklefi, incon Man! 

Like Childven babbling Nonfenja in their Sports, 
We — Nature er a Span tee fort ; 
That Span too fbort, we tax as tedious too; 
Yorture Ievention, all Expedients tire, 
To bafh the ling’ ring Momants into Speed ; 
And whirl us (bappy Riddance!) from ourfelves.” 

. Tua fond Humour of being carefled by the Gay and the Fafhionable, is what tog 
often betrays even Men of Senie into the Practice of thefe anni/i/ating Amufemens, 
I call them annihilating, becaule L cannot but look upon them, as the artful Inventions 
of the ftupid Part of our Species, to bring down Men of fuperior Knowledge to a level 
with themfelves. During the Progrets of a Game, the greateft Genius is upon a Pag 
with one of the meena Untertionding : The Knowledge of the former lies dormant, 
and the Ignorance of the later is concealed : The wife Man and the Foo! appear ing 
Point of Light equally advantageous ; for when the Game begins, Converfation ends, 
This Simple Confideration, methinks, might be fufficient to difluade Men of Senfe from 
giving into fuch degrading Amufements. ‘“ Let the Theban Youth pipe, faid 
** Atcipiapes, for they know not how to difcourfe : But we Athenians have Minerva 
** for our Patronefs, and Apovto for our Protector.” 


I Harrentp the other. Evening to fall intothe Company of five or fix Perfons of both 
Sexes. The Gentlemen, in Compliance with the polite Tafte, accepted the Invitation 
of the Ladies to a Card-Table: Upom which all the Springs of Difcourfe were 
immediately fhut up ; and except the frequent Repetition of a few Game-Phrafes, a 
profound Silence enfued. I, who never had the Honour of being inftructed in the 
genteel Exercife, was left to entertain myfelf with my own private Reflections. [| 
could not but call to Mind a Story I had iomewhere met with, of the celebrated Mr, 
Locke. Being invited to dine with the Lords Haitirax, ANGLEsEY, and 
SHAFTSBURY, immediately after Dinner the Cards were called for. Mr. Locke 
tetiring to a Window, and writing fome time in his Pocket-Book, was interrupted by 
My Lord-Anotesty, who defired to know what he was writing, ** Why, My Lord, 
** anfwered he, I endeavour to improve myfelf as much as I can by your good Company, 
** and having waited with Impatience for the Honour of being prefent at a Meeting of the 
“* moft ingenious Men of the Age, I thought it beft t write your Converfation, and 
“* have accordingly fet down the Subftance of what has been faid within this Hour or 
** two.” There was no need for Mr. Locke to read much of this Dialogue: The 
noble Lords perceived the Banter, and throwing afide their Cards, enter’d into 2 
Converfation more befitting their Character. Glad would I have been, if by any 
Artifice I could have difengaged my Male Companions from the inchanting Diverfion; 
but the Dread of being foetal with the odious Appeliation of ill-bred and un-poli 
I wel) knew muft render all fuch ineffectual. Accordingly I framed the beft Excufe 
was able for my not ftaying, and left them to the undifturbed Enjoyment of their 
empty Soliloquies. 

Svagiy, did a Stranger to human Nature take but a fuperficial Survey of the 
Beau-Monde, and behold that Labyrinth of vain and childifh Amufements, or that 
State of Indolence and Inaétion, into which they are diflolved, withcut the remoteft 

ife of any future Exiftence ; he would doubtlefs be inclined to think they were a 
Race of Beings, whom the Author of Nature had placed upon the Earth, beyond the 
Verge of his Jurifdiction, to fpend a tranfitory Duration in an unremitted Purfuit of 
every fenfual Gratification, and to retire at laft to their original Nonentity. 


Burt. the Creator of the Univerfe was too wife to form his Creatares for fuch 
ificant Purpofes, No Man can pretend a Charter of Indulgence for a Life of 
jute Eafe and Inactivity. He defigned every Individual to move in a certain Sphere, 

and to accomptith the Duties of a certain Station. Even a heathen Moralift could tell 
us, that we are but AGors of a certain Part, which the Director of the Drama has 
alotted us; and fo ought to aét well and hanfomely the Part which falls to our Share. 
And it muft be the higheft Impeschment of the divine Wifdom, to imagine he can, as 

unconcerned Spectator, behold us wafting the contraéted Span of Life, in a State of 
lorious Indolence, or in a Series of no lefs inglorious Amufements. Ir 
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Ir we look around us, we fee not only the whole material Univerfe in Motion, but 
the whole Animal S of the Univerie inceflantly active. Shall Man then who 
claims an Alliance with thofe fublime Intelligences above, who are Activity itéelf, by a 
Life of Idlenefs and Sloth, defeat the Intention of his and their common Creator ? 
Mutt he not thereby expofe himfelf to the Difplealure of the latter, and to the 
everlafting Scorn and Derihon of the former ? 


« And is there in Creation, what, amid/t 
This Tumult univer fal, wing'd Di/patch 
] ? 


And ardent Energy, pupinely yarons 
Man feeps ; oan an dlome » and Man, for whom 
All clje is im Alarm : Alam the fole Canfe 
Of this furrounding Storm! and yet be fleeps, 
1 the Storm reck'd 0 refi.” -----= 


4 

Own of the Roman Emperors, on his Death Bed, demanded of his Attendants, 
whether they thought he had performed in a becoming Manner, the Part which was 
affigned him upon the Theatre of Life ; and having received a Reply, fuitable to his 
real Worth, ‘d out, ‘* Let me then retire from this Seage with your A tion 
** and Applaute.” Would we, like him, make our Exit, at the Clofe of this earthly 
Scene, amidft the Euloges of our Acquaintance, let us ferioufly reflect upon the Figure 
our Conduct here will make in that important Hour: Whether we have acted well the 
Part alotted us, and how gracefully it will appear in the View of Mankind: In fhort, 
whether our Behaviour has accorded with our Dignity, as rational oe 
and has been fuch, as will tend to advance our Felicity in a Scate of future Exiftence. 


T.T. 


Tue following Letter appears to be wrote by one of the People called Quakers, 
and contains fo much good Senfe, that I fhall lay it before the Reader without a farther 
Apology, or adding any Reflections of my own upon the Subject Matter. 


To the Author of the Inperrenpent Reriector] 


Flufhing, the Place of my Pilgrimage, the 12th 
: of the Month called O€tober, in the Too, ths t 
RIEND, 


HAVE readi many of thy weekly Sayings, and perceive that thou art much fet 
againft that Yoke of {piritual Bondage, which neither we nor our Fathers were able 
to bear ; for verily it is a Yoke heavy and cumberfome, wherewith, according to the 
Exhortation of the Apoftle Pavt, we defire not to be again entangled, Therefore I 
have rejoiced with Gladnefs of Heart that thou goeft on valiantly, and haft none 
make thee afraid. Bu: I mutt reprove thee for mingling fo much carnal Mirth with thy 
mott ferious Meditations. For this I praife thee not, feeing that all Things ought to be 
done in Order, and thou fhouldeft remember, that the primitive Chriftians were 
of Gravity, and an Enfample to all § ing Generations of that comely Virtue. 
But as I give thee Reproof where Reptoof is meet, fo will I alf render thee all 
deferved Laud and Commendation. For thou feemeft in Truth to think for thyfelf, 
and rather to follow the Light within, and to hold faft the Form of found Words, than 
to be led by thofe who have no Right to the Guidance of thy Reafon, feeing that to 
thyfelf thou ftandeft or falleft. f can alfo fay Yea and Amen to thy Cogitations 


concerning the Vanity of long Garments, for as much as the Fathion of this World 
pafleth away, and that true and undefiled Religion confifteth not in the external 
Cloathing, but abideth in the inward Man. Nay, I have marked that thou, haft made 
feemly mention of Rosert BarctaAy, in thy Creed fo called, howbeit he was not of 
thy Way. But thou haft moreover accufed him of Enthufiafm, which peradventure is 
more than thou knoweft. 


I witty 
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I wit hot glory in aught among the Friends, nor be puffed up with fpiritnal 
vaunting ; for what have we that we have not received ? Neverthelefs, as I have tuund it 
on my Spirit fend thee this Epiftie, thou wilt not, I truft, accufe me of carnal 
boating, for telling thee that we have no Perils of prieftly Enthraldom, fo long as we 
hold that Man, yea and every Woman, hath a Call to do all the Good they can, 
and that if they thould withhold their Gifts for the Lack of filthy Lucre, it would 
favaur of worldly MindednefS. So that the Words Benefices and Revenues, with other 
antichriftian Sounds, and alienc from the lively Oracles, are not fo much as named 
among us ; but we look ftead{aftly (and oh ! that we did fo more and more) unto the 

of the Reward which awaiteth the faithful Difpenfers of Truth, not ia 
this World, but in that which is to come. 


I atso find, that thou maintaineft that every one fhould be perfuaded in his own 
Mind, and withftandef thofe ‘to thcir Faces who gainfay thee in that Matter. In 
which I will furthermore bear the Teftimony. For verily every Man ought to be in 
Subjection.unto that Light which “enlightened every Man that cometh into the World, 
And why fhould we not fay unto the Man that would bring our Confciencés Into 
Captivity, even as the Egyptian fpake unto Moses, Who hath made thee a ‘Judge ? 


But albeit that there be no Contentions amongft ourfelves concerning flethly Rule, 
_ cannot I fpeak thus of thofe who are not content with the Wages of their proper 
‘lock, but do furthermore demand Tribute of us ; which feemeth a Matter of greater 
Marvel, in as much as GEORGE, King of Great-Britain, hath declared, that none of his 
Subjects fhould fuffer Perfecution in his Reign. How then are we brought into the 
Bondage of giving Part of our Subftance unto thofe that appertain not unto us, yea, 
and verily profit ws Nothing ? 


Twov alfo fpeakeft my Mind, that no Man ought to be gricved in his Body or 
Subftance for committin Fotly, Suit thould rather be exhoreed by the Church, and if 
he will not hear them, he fhould be as an Heathen and aPublican. And even then we 
Should rather make Supplication for his Renewal to him that can reclaim at the eleventh 
Hour, than ufe the anens of the Fleth to the Perdition of his Body. 


Burt that in which above all Things I with thce to profper, is in thy worthy Labours 
to bring to nought, that Abomination of Defolation which ftill feeketh its own to the 
Downfall of othérs Welfare. I mean that unchriftidn League of making the School 
intended for the Edification of our little Ones, a Gin and a to bereave us cf our 
Liberty. Againft this proud Imagination thou haft uttered manifold Sayings, which thy 
Adveriaries have not been able to gainfay. And I hope that Friend 7----- will well 

der the Matter before he agreeth to put a Chain about our Necks, feeing that the 

en of this Country who have raifed him on dish can alfo enter into a Covenant 

againft him, if he fhould thut his Ears to their Cries, and do foolifhly to find Favour 
with the great Ones of the Earth. 


For as much, therefore, as there feemeth no Evil in thy Thoughts, but that which 
above all Things thou propofeft to thy felf, is to declare and defend the Truth; I bid 
thee go on and profper. And in this Confidence I have meditated this Epifile, 
comprehending briefly the chief Principles wherein I think thee of a right Mind, to the 
Intent to. bear Teftimony to the Truth ; and not fo much cumbering myfelf about the 
Excellency of Speech and enticing Words of Man’s Wifdom, as defiring that Truth 
may abound in its greateft Efficacy and Operation. -My Daughter Passe, and 
Desoran the Wife of my Bofom, falute thee. Receive alfo the Salutation of 


Thy Sincere Friend, 
Z J. F. 








NEW-YORK: Printed by J. PARKER, at the New Printing Office in Beawer-freet. 







































